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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF
814 THAYER AVENUE· SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND· 20910-4500

HEADQUARTERS: 301-587-1788 VOICE· 301-587-1789 TTY. 301-587-1791 FAX

BOOKSTORE: 301-587-6282 VOICE· 301-587-6283 TTY. 301-587-4873 FAX
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f::~:"~,,"~)l' December 24, 1997
ULv,J....

Ms. Magalie R. Salas .' .' '\ f\O('
Secretary . 'v ~,l t4~ ~ ...
Federal Communicatio~s<tommission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Amendments to Part 90 of the Commission's Rules
Concerning Private Land Mobile Radio Services, WT Dkt.
No. 97-153

Dear Ms. Salas:

The National Association of the Deaf offers this ex parte statement in the above captioned
proceeding,

r would appreciate your referring all correspondence regarding this matter to my attention.

Sincerely,

Karen Peltz Strauss
Legal Counsel for Telecommunications Policy
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

Washington, D. C.

Amendments to Part 90 of the
Commission's Rules Concerning Private
Land Mobile Radio Services
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EX PARTE COMMENTS OF

THE NAnONAL ASSOCIAnON OF THE DEAF

I. Introduction

The National Association of the Deaf (NAD) wishes to submit these ex parte comments in

the above captioned proceeding. The NAD has previously commented on this issue, at the

Commission's En Banc Hearing on Spectrum Policy, on March 5, 1996. The NAD is the nation's

largest organization safeguarding the accessibility and civil rights of28 million deaf and hard of

hearing Americans in education, employment, health care, and telecommunications. The NAD is

a private, non-profit federation of 51 state association affiliates including the District of Columbia,

organizational affiliates, and direct members. The NAD seeks to assure a comprehensive,

coordinated system of services that is accessible to Americans who are deaf and hard of hearing,

enabling them to achieve their maximum potential through increased independence, productivity,

and integration.

ll. Auditory Assistive Devices Should Have Exclusive Use of the 216-217 MHz Band

In the instant docket, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC or Commission)

seeks input on the use of the 216-217 MHz band. We agree with SelfHelp for Hard ofHearing
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People, Inc. (SHHH), that this band should be reserved exclusively for assistive listening devices.

Assistive listening devices, also known as auditory assistive devices (AAD), allow millions of

adults and children with hearing disabilities to fully participate in the mainstream ofour society.

Toward this end, the Americans with Disabilities Act contains numerous requirements for the

provision of such devices in workplaces, schools, courtrooms, and other state and local

governmental facilities and public accommodations. For the past several years, however, the band

used by these devices, 72-76 MHz, has been inundated with interference from pagers, cellular

phones, emergency dispatch vehicles, electronic equipment, CB/ham radio transmitters, walkie

talkie radios, and vehicle dispatchers. Such interference has made these AADs virtually unusable

in a multitude of settings, the most serious ofwhich is schools.

School children with hearing disabilities rely on FM systems to comprehend their

classroom instruction. Interference with these devices has resulted in students losing valuable

instructional time. The consequences have been all too predictable: students have become

distracted and confused, resulting in a decrease in both their grades and independent functioning.

Teachers, too, have become frustrated, as their lesson plans are continually disrupted.

FM interference has also impeded access to theaters and conference centers that are under

ADA obligations to make their large assembly areas accessible to individuals who are hard of

hearing. Even after these entities install assistive listening systems, interference with such systems

has often resulted in ongoing complaints about such access. The result is ongoing frustration by

owners and managers having to comply with what is perceived as an ineffective law, as well as a

reluctance on the part ofconsumers to request these devices at all. With few requests, covered

entities then wonder why they are forced to incur expenses for systems that remain idle.
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It is because of the above difficulties resulting from interference with the 72-76 MHz band

that the NAD opposes shared use of the 216-217 band. While the FCC's decision to make

additional frequencies available for FM systems is a good one, if these frequencies are shared,

explosions in technology will undoubtedly lead to interference sources within this new band in a

manner that is similar to what occurred with the 72-76 MHz band. Indeed, the Commission itself

has noted that increased use of the 216-217 MHz band for one such technology, telemetry

communications, can result in "harmful interference to auditory assistive devices and radio-based

health care devices" near schools and hospitals.

As SHHH notes, given prior experience with interference in the 72-76 MHz band, the very

possibility ofsharing the 216-217 MHz band with telemetry or other technologies may itselfbe

enough to discourage schools and other facilities from investing in new auditory assistive devices

that operate in this band. Similarly, as SHHH also points out, manufacturers ofassistive listening

systems may be Jess interested in developing products for use in the 216-217 MHz band if they

are unable to assure their customers that they will have the effective use of those products.

m Conclusion

For the above reasons, we urge the Commission to restrict the use of the 216-217 MHz

band in a manner that will ensure the fun viability of AAD systems operating within this band.

History has shown the disastrous effects of interference with these devices by other technologies

using the 72-76 MHz band. The Commission should ensure that these very same problems do not
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occur in the 216-217 MHz band.

Respectfully submitted,

~1J11' ~I:t~:) C'~h 'LU/.J4-.

Karen Peltz Strauss
Legal Counsel for Telecommunications Policy
National Association of the Deaf
814 Thayer Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4500
(301) 587-1788 Voice
(301) 587-1789 TTY

December 24, 1997
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